
Decode it by aligning the outer A with the inner F.

A tip from Tusia: Of course, you don’t have to use letters at all for the inner 
wheel. You could use glyphs or pictures or emoticons –just make sure you 
draw them carefully so they can be repeated by you or anyone else who 
wants to use the Secret Breakers Cipher Wheel to send you messages back!

A tip from Hunter: And of course, you can use numbers, or roman numerals 
on the inner wheel.

A tip from Sheldon: Or music notes, time signatures or clefs. The choice for 
the code is yours!

loft. The windmill on his estate helped the Secret Breakers make 
important connections and who knows, maybe other interest-
ing objects he had might eventually prove useful to the team! 
Fabyan once said ‘you never get sick of too much knowledge’. I 
think this is a great motto for Secret Breakers looking to unlock 
the truth!

THE SHAKEPSEARE ENIGMA

Fabyan was sure that Sir Francis Bacon was the real writer of the 
Shakespeare plays. The Shakespeare Mangle or Cipher Wheel, 
described in the story, was used to try and find out the truth about 
the great playwright. It was an incredible machine and Dr Owen, 
who invented it, really did dig in the River Wye looking for hid-
den treasure that might connect to the puzzle. The story about the 
sweep reported in the New York Times is all true too, yet more 
proof that fact is often stranger than anything you can make up! 
It is incredible to think that at about the same time as Wilfred 
Voynich was discovering the encoded manuscript MS 408 in the 
dungeon of Mondragone Villa, Americans were digging in the bed 
of a British river looking for coded clues and stories!

PIERCEFIELD HOUSE 

Secret Breakers readers will know that I love to write about 
fascinating real locations –like Piercefield House. At the time of 
writing The Knights of Neustria, Piercefield House was aban-
doned and derelict. A quick online search showed how amazing it 
looked. The broken building was covered with ivy and creepers. It 
was a real house of mystery. But it was the photograph of the tree 
growing through a fence that caught my attention most. I knew I 
had to use that image in my story. Maybe one day soon Piercefield 
House will be restored to its former glory or turned into a housing 
complex, but I think it looks particularly beautiful in its derelict 
form and full of endless story possibilities.

THE MAN WHO DIDN’T DIE

There are hundreds of stories written about Sir Francis Bacon. He 
was a very clever man and his life was full of secrets. His Bilat-
eral Cipher is a great way of hiding a message in plain sight. This 
is, as Smithies would say, the very best type of ‘secret keeping’.  
Whether or not he died in the house in Highgate has been debated 
by scholars, but the Old Hall really did have secret tunnels built 
into it for hiding works of art and precious things that needed to 

HOW TO MAKE A  
SECRET BREAKERS CIPHER WHEEL

The Cipher Wheel, or Shakespeare Mangle, is vital for helping Team 
Veritas find out about the Knights of Neustria. Follow these simple 

instructions to make your own Secret Breakers Cipher Wheel that will 
make it quick and easy to send secret messages to your friends!

1. Trace or scan the two letter wheels below.

2. Cut them out and fix the smaller one inside the larger one,  
securing it with a paper fastener. You should be able to spin the smaller 

wheel inside the larger one. Notice how each letter finds a ‘partner’ 
 in the larger wheel.

3. Decide on the message you want to send in code. 

4.  This coding device uses something called the CAESAR SHIFT 
method to work. Match the letter A on the outer wheel with the letter 

F on the inner wheel. This is a CAESAR SHIFT 5!

5. Find the letters for your message on the inner wheel. Use its ‘partner’ 
on the outer wheel to write it in code. (The pairings will change each 

time you move the inner wheel.)

6. To decode the message your friends must find each letter in the outer 
wheel and write down its ‘partner’ in the inner wheel.

This Secret Breakers Cipher Wheel is easy to use and a tiny  
turn forwards or backwards will give you a totally  

new way of encoding a message.

Brodie has encoded the following message for you:

Avwpgjpn nzxmzo wmzvfdib!

Decode it by aligning the outer A with the inner F.

        A tip from tusiA : of course, you don’t have to  

use letters at all for the inner wheel. You could use glyphs 

or pictures or emoticons – just make sure you draw  

them carefully so they can be repeated by you or anyone 

else who wants to use the secret Breakers Cipher  

Wheel to send you messages back!

A tip from Hunter : And of course, you  

can use numbers, or roman numerals  

on the inner wheel.

A tip from sHeldon : or music notes,  

time signatures or clefs.  

the choice for the code is yours!
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